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SkySong Emerges as Conference Destination for Scottsdale 

 
Hosts More Than 4,500 Meetings and 63,000 Visitors Annually 

 
 SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (November 25, 2019) — There are many reasons people flock to 
SkySong in southern Scottsdale — and one of the biggest reasons is its growing reputation as a 
meeting destination.  
 
 SkySong now hosts more than 4,500 events each year in its 14,000 square feet of 
conference spaces, bringing more than 63,000 people into the project and the Scottsdale 
community. With 16 different meeting venues to choose from, it offers a unique hub found 
nowhere else in Greater Phoenix.  And this doesn’t even include the outdoor offerings at the 38-
acre campus. 
 
 And with the opening of the new Element Hotel at SkySong, the draw of SkySong as a 
meeting, conference and event location is growing even stronger — providing yet another 
reason for business travelers to go to Scottsdale and cementing the city’s reputation as a hub for 
commerce and tourism.  
 
 “We have always considered SkySong a gathering place for innovation, and that includes 
it becoming a central point for collaboration,” said Sharon Harper, President & CEO of Plaza 
Companies, the master developer of the project. “These types of meetings and conferences help 
make SkySong even more dynamic and impactful over time.” 
 
 The Element Hotel at SkySong has added a key feature to the property for meetings and 
conferences — the proximity of an on-site hotel that can host business travelers coming to 
SkySong from out of town.  
 

“We are seeing a great deal of business travel occupying our new Element Hotel at 
SkySong.  The meeting capabilities and spacious rooms on the property are certainly one of the 
biggest reasons for this,” said Joe Blewitt, Vice President of Asset Management for Jackson 
Shaw, the developer of the Element Hotel at SkySong. “SkySong offers a tremendous amount of 
synergy for the Element.  We have been able to staff the hotel with ambassadors of customer 
service, who are able to not only accommodate the needs of the SkySong visitor, but also 
provide a resource for those planning such events.”  
 



 The impact of SkySong’s meeting space goes beyond the project’s boundaries and has a 
positive impact on the community as a whole, said Rachel Sacco, President & CEO of Experience 
Scottsdale. 
 

“Meetings and conferences play an essential role in Scottsdale’s tourism industry, giving 
people all over the world reasons to visit and explore Scottsdale,” Sacco said. “The city is 
privileged to have SkySong in its portfolio, as it offers meeting groups a sleek and innovative 
space to host their events. Plus, groups that meet at SkySong are in close proximity to nearby 
hotels, restaurants, shops and attractions in both South Scottsdale and Old Town. Once 
SkySong’s thousands of meeting attendees get a taste of all that Scottsdale has to offer, they are 
sure to return.” 
 
 Plaza Companies is the master developer of the overall SkySong development, in 
partnership with Holualoa Companies; University Realty, a subsidiary of ASU Enterprise 
Partners; and the City of Scottsdale.  
 
 With the opening of the new SkySong 5 office building and the Element Hotel at 
SkySong, the overall developed space at SkySong now exceeds 750,000 square feet.  
  
 SkySong is a 42-acre mixed use development designed to: 
 

• Create an ecology of collaboration and innovation among high-profile technology 
enterprises and related researchers; 

• Advance global business objectives of on-site enterprises; 
• Raise Arizona’s profile as a global center of innovation through co-location of ASU’s 

strategic global partners; and 
• Create a unique regional economic and social asset. 

 
 Companies located at SkySong have the opportunity to partner with Arizona State 
University, which has more than 100,000 students studying across four metropolitan Phoenix 
campuses, in Lake Havasu City, Los Angeles, Washington D.C. and online. ASU is one of the 
largest public universities in the nation, with the majority of its students attending its campus in 
Tempe, Arizona, less than three miles from SkySong.  
 
 In addition to locating its own innovative research units at the center, through ASU’s on-
site operations, tenant companies have a single point of contact for introductions to 
researchers, faculty and programs to address their specific needs, including through the web site 
corporate.asu.edu.  
 
 For more information on SkySong, visit www.skysong.com or 
www.facebook.com/skysongcenter. 
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About SkySong 
Plaza Companies is the developer of the project in partnership with University Realty, the City of 
Scottsdale and Holualoa Companies. Lee and Associates provides the brokerage services 
(602.954.3769) and Plaza del Rio Management Corporation provides the property management 



and construction services. Architects at SkySong include Pei Cobb Fried and Partners, DMJM 
Design, Butler Design Group and Kendle Design Collaborative. 
 
About Plaza Companies 
With offices in Peoria, Scottsdale and Tucson, Plaza Companies is a full-service real estate firm 
specializing in the management, leasing and development of medical office and commercial 
office properties, technology and bioscience facilities, mixed-use properties and senior housing 
communities. Since 1982, Plaza Companies has established a proud track record as a 
competitive, connected and conscientious real estate firm with partnerships throughout the 
industries it serves. For more information, visit www.theplazaco.com.  
 
About University Realty 
University Realty is a subsidiary of ASU Enterprise Partners, an independent nonprofit 
organization dedicated to generating resources for the benefit of Arizona State University. www. 
asuenterprisepartners.org 
 
About Holualoa Companies 
Holualoa Companies is a real estate investment firm focused on the successful acquisition, 
repositioning, redevelopment and disposition of real estate assets. Headquartered in Tucson, 
Arizona, with offices in Phoenix, Santa Monica, Hawaii and Paris, its investments span the 
United States and Europe and include office, retail, industrial, multi-family, hotel and mixed-use 
investment properties. Holualoa is an experienced investor for its own account and on behalf of 
a select group of private investors. 
 
About the City of Scottsdale 
Scottsdale is one of the state’s leading job centers, with a diverse economy built on medical 
research, high-tech innovation, tourism and corporate headquarters. Scottsdale is home to 
nearly 18,000 businesses supplying over 150,000 jobs. The high-tech innovation center SkySong, 
located just a few miles from Downtown, is designed to help companies grow through a unique 
partnership with nearby Arizona State University. The Scottsdale Cure Corridor is a partnership 
of premier health care providers and biomedical companies seeking to advance medicine and 
patient care through cutting-edge research. For more information, visit ChooseScottsdale.com. 
 


